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Dear Friends, 

 

You may recall the mailing you received from the parish in the fall of 2010 which was a kind of spiritual 

report card or spiritual “blood test.”  It had our results from the Gallup ME25 which measures parish 

engagement and spiritual commitment. This tool from Gallup showed us doing very well as a parish and 

gave us some indication of areas that we need to work on to improve our engagement. Overall, it showed 

St. Columbkille Parish as scoring above the average Catholic parish. 

 

One of the areas of growth the Pastoral Council chose to tackle was the area of “expectations of 

parishioners.” Not what parishioners expect of the parish, but what is expected of parishioners when they 

belong to our parish.  The discussions were quite lively and bore much fruit.  Our Annual Report this year 

revisits those expectations in the hopes that you might look at how the parish assists you in fulfilling the 

expectations and how well you have done in your growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

As always, the Annual Report informs our parishioners about the financial condition of the parish. The 

financial report is another kind of “report card” to gauge how well we are doing spiritually.  Since disciples 

are expected to give 5% of their income back to God through a gift to their local church, we can check and 

see if people are growing in their faith by looking for an increase in generosity.  In this area, too, the parish is 

growing and you can see those numbers in this report.  We also report to you how we have used your tithe in 

the many areas of parish life.  While the report details the many different areas of ministry, if you would like 

to have a more detailed report, or would like to ask a question about some area of parish finances, please feel 

free to call the parish business office and speak with Jan Bode.  There are no secrets in our parish finances. 

The parish belongs to you and we invite you to learn more about how we use your Sunday tithe. 

 

The upcoming year will bring about change in an area of parish life that impacts the greatest number of 

parishioners: Sunday Mass.  Throughout the English speaking world, the prayers we use at Mass have been 

retranslated to more closely follow the Latin original. This will be challenging for older clergy (like me) who 

have been using the same prayers for many years. And, challenging for all of us as some of the familiar 

prayers at Mass will be changing.  We are also planning to replace the carpet and update our church building 

during the present fiscal year. I will be giving you more information about this project in the next couple of 

months. 

 

The Annual Report is always my opportunity to say thank you. You are a great parish and many wonderful 

things are happening here. I am proud to be your pastor. Enjoy the report. 

 

Peace, 

 

Fr. Damian Zuerlein 
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Believe the teachings of the Church contained in  

the creed and the catechism 

What is expected of me? 

That was the question raised by our Pastoral Council. Certainly there is the 

understanding that we need to follow our parish mission to “Go and Make 

Disciples.” But there is the follow-up question of  what should we do if  we are to 

go and make disciples? After much discussion, the Council came up with the 21 

items which follow. 

�

They were promulgated last September and are taught to all new parishioners 

when they register in the parish. The Pastoral Council certainly believes it is 

possible to do more than these listed items, but these are the bottom line 

expectations of  all parishioners at St. Columbkille Parish.  

 

As we look back over the past year and celebrate the highlights, we invite all of  

our parishioners to examine their year and see how well they fulfilled the 

expectations. �

Jesus died to take away 

our sins, not our brains. 

If there are areas of the 

faith we question or 

wonder about, we 

should explore those 

q u e s t i o n s .  B A S I C 

(Beginning Apologetic 

Studies In Catholicism) 

has been one of those 

areas we can explore and 

learn about our faith. 

                   As a member of St. Columbkille Parish  

What is expected of me? 
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Share your faith with your children and form  

them to be disciples  

Be an example to others of someone trying to live the 

teachings of Jesus Christ 

At baptism, parents promise to teach their 

children the way of faith. Thus they are 

rightfully called the “First Teachers” of the 

faith. Supporting that understanding, we 

look to support parents in teaching their 

child the faith. One of those ways is with 

activities for parents and their child 

preparing for First Reconciliation or First 

Communion. 

How we live our life is  

how we live the 

Gospel. Jesus invites us 

to be intriguing to 

others and, in doing so, 

invite them to do 

likewise. When we do 

simple things like help 

at the “Use it Again’s 

Sale,”  it may seem like 

a simple act to us, but 

other people notice. 
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Once a week talk about some aspect of faith with  

co-workers, neighbors or friends 

Commit my 5 % tithe to assist with the  

work of the parish 

In some cases this is as simple as  telling someone about Mass or the Fish Fry when they ask, “How was 

your weekend?” 

The offertory wasn’t something some fundraising 

guru invented 50 years ago. It has been part of 

our worship since the days of the Apostles. 

When the gifts (bread and wine) are brought 

forward, they represent us. It has been a tradition 

to present our monetary offerings for the work of 

the Church at the same time. Although Scripture 

talks about giving 10% to God, Fr. Damian likes 

to say that we get a “Catholic Discount” as the 

U.S. Bishops recommend giving just 5% to your 

parish (and 5% to other charities including your 

diocese.)  
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Meet one new member of the parish each year 

Attend and participate in Mass every Sunday to  

reconnect with God in the Body of Christ 

No one follows Jesus 

alone. Jesus formed a 

community of disciples 

to follow him. The more 

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 

community we know by 

name, the closer we 

grow as members of 

Christ’s body. The 

hospitable spirit of the 

parish makes it easier to 

meet new people. 

Jesus formed a Church 

to help His disciples 

live out His teaching. 

He feeds us with His 

Word and His Body 

everyday. With joyful  

Sunday celebrations 

the parish helps all 

p a r i s h i o n e r s  b e 

renewed in spirit on a 

weekly basis. 


